DEFENDER OF DEMOCRACY
ought not to be content with merely shouting that we had just claims against Austria-Hungary. My professorial ideas could not help me much. When everyone was playing with guns, I also had to take up some weapon."
"And did the deserters understand that? Thousands of young people who, through good luck, had just escaped death! What did they think of the aims of that undertaking which at first was so idealistic?"
He assumed a mischievous expression and said: "The other evening, when you were raving about the hospitality of the Russians, I thought how monotonous it would be to live with those people in the country. Some of our prisoners of war there felt that boredom also. They were glad when something turned up for them to do. The Legion offered them shelter and bread. Most of them were enthusiastic, politically wide-awake and determined. The idea of fighting Austria - Hungary arose spontaneously among the Czechs in all Allied countries. I discussed the matter with an American in Prague at the beginning of the war, while America was still neutral. He afterwards went to our compatriots in all Allied countries and ex-
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